Suggested Scripture Passages for use in 2020 Confirmation Ceremonies 

This year we are recommending that the parable of the talents from the Gospel of Matthew (25: 14-29) will be used at Confirmation Ceremonies throughout the Archdiocese of Dublin. The New Testament reading from the first letter of St Peter 4:8-11 (see below) fits very well with this Gospel. 

But feel free to choose other Scripture readings from the passages listed – bearing in mind whether your Confirmation ceremony is pre or post Eastertime. 

The structure of the Liturgy of the Word is normally: 
First reading
Responsorial Psalm (preferably sung) 
Second reading (this is optional)
A Gospel Acclamation (always sung) 
Gospel
Homily.

If you have both a First and Second reading – the First is always from the Old Testament and the Second from the New Testament. If you have just a First Reading, it can be from either the Old or New Testaments. 


This can change in EASTERTIME – where we can have the first reading of the Pentecost account from the Acts of the Apostles 2:1-4 followed by a second reading from the New Testament.

Old Testament Texts: 
1. A reading from the prophet Isaiah    61:1-3
The spirit of the Lord has been given to me,
for the Lord has anointed me.

He has sent me to bring good news to the poor,
to bind up hearts that are broken;

to proclaim liberty to captives,
freedom to those in prison;
to proclaim a year of favour from the Lord,

a day of vengeance for our God,

to comfort all those who mourn 
and to give them for ashes – a garland
for a mourning robe – the oil of gladness,
for despondency, praise.

The Word of the Lord.   All: Thanks be to God.
OR:
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel 
36:24-28

The Lord says this: 
I am going to take you from among the nations 
and gather you together from all the foreign countries, 
and bring you home to your own land.  
I shall pour clean water over you and you will be cleansed; 
I shall cleanse you of all your defilement and all your idols. 

 
I shall give you a new heart, and put a new spirit in you; 
I shall remove the heart of stone from your bodies 
and give you a heart of flesh instead.  
I shall put my spirit in you, 
and make you keep my laws and sincerely respect my observances. 
You will live in the land which I gave your ancestors.  
You shall be my people and I will be your God.

(silence…..)      The Word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God.

New Testament TEXTS:

In the Easter Season, the 1st reading can be taken from 
the Acts of the Apostles:

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 2:1-4
When Pentecost day came round, the apostles had all met in one room, 
when suddenly they heard what sounded like a powerful wind from heaven, the noise of which filled the entire house in which they were sitting; 
and something appeared to them that seemed like tongues of fire; 
these separated and came to rest on the head of each of them. 
They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak foreign languages as the Spirit gave them the gift of speech.

 

The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.
A reading from the first letter of St Peter 4:8-11
Never let your love for each other grow insincere 
since love covers over many a sin.

Welcome each other into your houses without grumbling. 

Each one of you has received a special grace, so, like good stewards 
responsible for all these varied graces of God, put it at the service of others. 
If anyone is a speaker, let it be as the words of God

if anyone serves, let it be as in strength granted by God; 

so that in everything God may receive the glory, 
through Jesus Christ, since to him alone belong 
all glory and power for ever and ever. Amen.

 

The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.
OR:
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Galatians 5:1, 22-25.
Be guided by the Spirit, and you will no longer yield to self-indulgence. 
What the Spirit brings is very different: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, trustfulness, gentleness and self-control. There can be no law against things like that, of course. You cannot belong to Christ Jesus unless you crucify all self-indulgent passions and desires. Since the Spirit is our life, let us be directed by the Spirit.

 

The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.
The Gospel acclamation is SUNG :
During Lent:
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ King of eternal glory
Glory be to you O Christ, you are the word of God. 

Outside of Lent: An Alleluia is sung   

GOSPEL:
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 25: 14-29
Jesus said to his disciples: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man on his way abroad who summoned his servants and entrusted his property to them. To one he gave five talents, to another two, to a third one; each in proportion to his ability. Then he set out. 

The man who had received the five talents promptly went and traded with them and made five more. The man who had received two made two more in the same way. But the man who had received one went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. Now a long time after, the master of those servants came back and went through his accounts with them. The man who had received the five talents came forward bringing five more. 'Sir,' he said, 'you entrusted me with five talents; here are five more that I have made.' His master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you have shown you can be faithful in small things, I will trust you with greater; come and join in your master's happiness.' Next the man with the two talents came forward. 'Sir,' he said, 'you entrusted me with two talents; here are two more that I have made.' His master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you have shown you can be faithful in small things, I will trust you with greater; come and join in your master's happiness.' 

Last came forward the man who had the one talent. 'Sir,' said he, 'I had heard you were a hard man, reaping where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered; so I was afraid, and I went off and hid your talent in the ground. Here it is; it was yours, you have it back.' But his master answered him, 'You wicked and lazy servant! So you knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered? Well then, you should have deposited my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have recovered my capital with interest. So now, take the talent from him and give it to the man who has the five talents. For to everyone who has will be given more, and he will have more than enough; but from the man who has not, even what he has will be taken away.’

                        The Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.
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